S
AVE THE magazines-let the books burn I" 1 a librarian wrote some ten years ago. Today, on all sides there is an increasing realization of the importance of periodicals. New studies and investigations are being conducted, and new indexes are being compiled. For the first time, a number of library schools are offering a separate course on periodicals.
These recent developments, in so far as they relate to the reference use of periodicals, are summarized in this article. In addition, a number of suggestions are offered with respect to future needs.
Indexes and A bstracts
With regard to existing composite indexing and abstracting services there are three main difficulties: incomplete coverage, duplication of titles, and the time lag between the publication of periodicals and the appearance of the indexes. These problems are now the subject of study by a committee of the Serials Section of the American Library Association. At a later date the committee intends to examine the question of the promptness with which new titles are admitted to the indexes. In this connection an excellent suggestion has been made by Henry Black, technical con-sultant for the Commonwealth College library:
The selection of periodicals to be indexed or covered by abstracting services is of serious interest not merely to libraries but to all organizations concerned with education, research, industry and government. It is our belief that selection can be handled satisfactorily only by a prominent body such as that proposed by the A.L.A. committee. However, to limit the group to librarians, as suggested by that committee, would be a mistake; for the problem is essentially a social one, and a representation should be required of all the various interests-library administrators and trustees, reference and research workers, scientific societies, special libraries, indexing and abstracting agencies, periodical publishers, and the main economic and political points of view.
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In addition to the work of the Serials Section committee there are a number of other encouraging signs of activity. The H. W. Wilson Company is preparing a revised edition of Poole's Index.
In this edition the two main weaknesses of the index will be corrected : there will be ( 1) a systematic scheme for subject headings and (2) 
